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[bookmark: _heading=h.uekg989xogii]Seeds of Change: International Seed Libraries Project Blossoms in Georgia
[bookmark: _heading=h.xlkopau0y75t]Seminkovna and Elkana collaborate to promote seed sharing, biodiversity, and sustainable agriculture across Georgian communities.
Seminkovna, a Czech non-profit organisation, in partnership with Georgia's Biological Farming Association Elkana, has successfully completed a one-year Seed Libraries project initiated in November 2023. Supported by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Czech Republic and funded by the United Nations Development Program (UNDP) under the Challenge Fund grant, the project aims to freely distribute seeds to communities, encourage local cultivation, and foster biodiversity conservation in the Samtskhe-Javakheti and Kakheti regions of Georgia.
The Seed Libraries project established dedicated spaces within public and school libraries, as well as with individual farmers and organisations, allowing community members to freely exchange or "borrow" seeds. This initiative not only strengthens community bonds but also supports local agriculture and preserves agricultural biodiversity.
At the project's inception, 21 participants from both regions attended training sessions on "Propagation, Promotion, and Distribution of Conditioned Seeds of Cultivated Plants." Following this, Czech seed library expert and leader of Seminkovna, z.s., Klara Hrdá, conducted training on "Management of Seed Libraries – Sharing of the Czech Experience," attended by 20 representatives from public schools, vocational colleges, libraries, farmers' associations, agritourism businesses, and family farms.

"The enthusiasm and dedication of the Georgian participants have been truly inspiring," said Klara Hrdá, Leader of Seminkovna, z.s. "By sharing our experiences from the Czech Republic, we aim to empower Georgian communities to preserve their unique agricultural heritage and promote sustainable practices for future generations."
Elkana enhanced the project by organising additional training in seed saving and spearheading the development of the seed library network. Field visits in both the Czech Republic and Georgia facilitated knowledge exchange and strengthened collaboration between the two countries.

The culmination of the project coincided with Elkana's 30th-anniversary event, "Elkana – 30 Years of Supporting Organic Production and Agricultural Biodiversity," held at the Elkana Seed Ark farm in Akhaltsikhe municipality. During the event, 12 new seed libraries were presented and recognized, including six educational institutions, one public library, and five family farms.

"The establishment of these seed libraries is a significant milestone in promoting organic farming and conserving biodiversity in Georgia," remarked Mariam Jorjadze, Director of Elkana. "Our collaboration with Seminkovna has enriched our communities and provided invaluable resources that will benefit sustainable agriculture in Georgia."
According to Zaza Ivanidze, the founder of the family farm Ambari, “The seed library will be of additional interest to the farm guests and may become reason for their repeated visit.”
“Placing the seed library in the library of our educational institutions will help increase students´ interest in the library and raise awareness about seeds,” noted Bela Acalishvili, the director of the college Opizari.
Project activities were widely disseminated through the Elkana website and social media channels, reaching approximately 8,000 people. Additionally, the book "Seed in Our Hands," authored by Klara Hrdá and detailing the Czech seed library experience, was translated into Georgian and made available to interested individuals.
With active community involvement, the Seed Libraries project is poised to significantly increase public interest in libraries, enhance awareness of local crops and seed production, and contribute to biodiversity preservation in Georgia.



About the Challenge Fund Grant
The Seed Libraries project was made possible through the financial support of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Czech Republic and funding from the United Nations Development Program (UNDP) under the Challenge Fund grant, which supports innovative solutions for sustainable development.
About Seminkovna, z.s.
Seminkovna, z.s. is a Czech non-profit organisation dedicated to promoting seed saving and sharing through a network of seed libraries. By empowering communities to preserve and exchange seeds, Seminkovna fosters biodiversity and sustainable agricultural practices.[image: ]
About Elkana
Biological Farming Association Elkana is a Georgian non-profit organisation committed to supporting organic farming, agricultural biodiversity, and rural development. For over 30 years, Elkana has worked to enhance sustainable agriculture and improve the livelihoods of rural communities in Georgia.[image: ]







The project was financed by the Challenge Fund: Czech Solutions for SDGs, an effective driver of innovation and change in the region. 
If you are interested in the initiative or Challenge Fund: Czech Solutions for SDGs, please use the following contacts: 
Czech-UNDP Partnership for SDGs: cup.applications@undp.org 	
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